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of the left to Lieutenant Sandeman and
of the right to a native officer, till the
moment of the charge, when I proposed
to lead it. I then explained the plan ot
attack, and took very good care that
every man of my motley allies thorough-
ly understood it, and appreciated the
extreme necessity of adhering to it. A
guide was placed in front of the centre
of the line, where I took up my position;
and he was ordered to lead me straight
to the camp of the rebels, who, we were
assured, would be found " en bivouac;*
close to a village about three miles av? ay.
The very strictest silence was enjoined
on all. As my object was to surprise the
enemy and fall on him without giving
him the slightest hint of our approach,
I did not send forward a single scout.
The line was to advance quietly and
steadily, till I should give a loud " Hur-
rah/* which was to be the signal for the
police and village heroes to " loose off"
every musket they had, and to yell with
all their lungs, when the cavalry from both
flanks would charge, also with a shout,